: ARU
B JECT 32 NACHAL PRADESH PART OF ANCIENT PRAGJYOTISHPUR

GEO - 40%, H - 30%, M - 10%, P - 207,

The refr?fingivmagerial highlights the extent of state of erstwhile Pragjyofishpur-
(graarup I\EN 'tctes . fe|fed_ present day Arunachal part Part of Bangladesh, Bhutan, Sikkim
" other NE sta ndia. The Mythological of Naratcasur and bear incarnation of Vishnu

Jitn the State of Kamarupa further affirms close linkages of present day Arunachal Pradesh
ith mainland India.
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Most of the scholars while dealing with the geography
of early Assam have treated the same region for the state of
Pragyousha—Kamarupa_ The scholars even, sometimes, have
used these twWo terms viz. the ‘early-Assam’ and the
‘Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa ynonym. To them, the state
comprised a vast " d of north-east and e 1
covering roughly present Bhutan, entire north-eastern states,

north-Bengal and a bigger part of north-Bangladesh. But the
fact is that Pragjyotisha-Kamarupa was one of the bigger and
long lasted states of early Assam. Evidences lead us to surmise
~ the fact that some other states contemporary to the state of
Pragjyotisha—Kamarupa had emerged and existed for
considerable time in different regions of early Assam.In sho.rt,
the map of ‘carly Assam’ consisted of the regions belonging
to some bigger and smaller states including Prggjyotxflll}jl};
amarupa. The copper plate land grant inscriptions whic
speak of some administrative divisions such as bhuksi, mandala,
visaya, grama evc. where the lands were granted to the
Brahmanas give us an idea to draw the map of the core areas
under the administration of the rulers ot Prag)y.()t lsl.la—
amarupa in different points of ume. These a.dnnmslmu\"(;
isions show a different picture of the gcogr_uph}’{ o
rag'yotisha-l{,mmupa which is not as large as reflected in
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Scholars like K.L. Barya!

choudhury' DC. Sircar, analuy?ingﬁ e B

dod from the Pre-Buddhist to th uicis belonging to the

ed 10 trace out a maj ¢ 16% century AD have
ried t major part of the north-eastern and east
india for Pragjytisha-Kamarupa. According to Percn
C..houdhur}.f,’ the state comprised of Bhutan, Tibet and ekt
 hillytracts in the NQYth and the whole NEFA (now Arunachal
oradesh) in the Epic age. Referring to the data of Perplus of
Erethrean Sea and Prolemy's Geography he further opines that
‘he boundary of the state could touch sea in the south,
Karatoya River in the west and the Sadiya region of far upper
Assam 1n the east. An uncompromising effort has been made
by him throughout his thesis that the rulers of Varman

Slastambha and Pala dynasty could maintain the vast tract
of land comprising «rhe whole modern Assam, including

Sylhet, Cachar, Tripura, parts of south-east Beneal and
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than mMOst of the other kin.gdorns mentioned in the
Mabab bdrafa- and most of the SiIXteen mahajanapadas existing
during the ime of Gautama Buddha !

Though the scholars dealt with various sources in
finding out the boundary of the state, they finally had drawn
their conclusion from the Yogin; Tantra, a 16* century
composition. The boundaries of the state as mentioned in the
Yogini Tantra are: the Kanchanjangha in the north, the nver
Karatoya (flowing in the present Jalpaiguri district of North
Bengal) in the west, river Dikshu (present Dibang niver of the
Sadia region of upper Assam) in the east, the confluence of
the Brahmaputra and the Lakhya (near the border betwe;n
the Mymensingh and Decca districts of Bangladesh) in tth e
south. (The sketch map No. IL.1 in the next page shows .3
tentative boundary of the state as projected by the aforesa1

scholars.)

The boundary of the state except the western one

is hi t
mentioned in the Yogim: Tanira s highly doubtful because o

the facts that (i) It can not be corroborated with any historical

documents, (ii) The Kalika Purana mf:ntxo‘rf).s c;}::.i :;Ias:r;l;ﬁ
ﬁ y of the state as Lalita-Kanta (lnc»le b l}el ms more
i Streams at Vasistha temple of Guwahat ‘-l‘-jltinc Sfei}xese two
tenable on the ground of degree ‘of rehf[“hl tlz: z,éa Prrama &
Sources (Kalika Purana and Yogini Tantra). The Ka
0™ century composition,

2 contemporarywork of the period
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y AD - a much later date when the region has
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Refer Attachment 2

(Osik; NN (1996); A Brief History of
Arunachal Pradesh (From Earliest
Times to 1823 A D),

Omsons Publications pn - 27 & 28)

6. pragjyotisha : The Kalika Purana describes the

hitants of Pragyyotisha or Knmrupn ns the Kiratas
inhft haven heads and yellow skinned. The Kishkindya
wl hd:; of Ramayana describes the people of Kamrupa 2as
’*n"t,-;lt\g thick top-knot. The Adis of East Siang, ldus of
ved 2

Wnang valley, Nokte-Tangsa-Wanchos of Tirap and the
‘.71-*"‘:*0‘. Nagaland shave their heads till today and are
NAEHS

e skinned. The Bangnis, Sulungs, Nishis, ,xpul:'ij;"r-‘
vellow A ill-Miris wear thick top-knot (called PODUM)
an? (:;day. Most probably, the Arunachalese, Nagas.
“\(:ilzm and the Garos formed the ancient population o
j30a0s ©
pragiyotisha. ‘ onricha was

The earliest mentioned king of l,"""ﬁfx’z::“?:nd".ea
hirnga Dananb who was succeeded in N ur No
Md,l.‘”i.).v tiatak Asur, Samber Asur an RE‘A::’: but the
):’_):,;u.; are given regarding  these r':! o n-Aryans
o ‘i. ons ‘Danab’ suggest that they were ‘hatakasura
appeliation” ore succeeded by a chief, called Gha { the
Thpsf‘ kings “}zrfa*!,} who is doseribed as the rZICfu‘;w ol
o (,hma}’cab ;1 " he belonged to the samed y?‘}{gEakﬂ
Kiratas. Pro méﬁ;m;mm and Ratna helonge - nu”
which Ilataka, =¢ d slain by the famous Narakasub«
wih givepthrows £ the most powerful and pr;nx&i:ﬂ“:‘}:
Narukasurg _.Wﬁ-&,ntishu‘ His name is assoc - L\-l.,-nku
king of ancient Praglyt Kalika DPurana, @

" ing to . . in his
NUIMEeTONS log&m;s;, :A}“::x;durﬁi (Bhumi) by Vishnu, In
was born of the Mothed o

e Kking Janaka of
» ' and was brought u(!' l;]?r::-gl%n the vedas
hoar incarnation ) e became well-vers Ghataka, the
Videha (North Bihar { God Vishnu. He slew O d vccupied
and a devotee of: gl-('uvnh the hclp ot Vishnu an (n‘.odel."
king of pmgjyohshﬂk‘ made pmg]ymmh_pur Guwnhati
the  throne. Naras There is a hill m‘nl; ; kingdom
Guwahati) hi-‘;( "“\5:::.; the Narakasur hatl. 1hs
which is still kno )
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extended from the river Karatoya in the west
' e . to th
pikrang in the east. Naraka settled the people of Aryaz

race in his Kingdom afer driving out th '
Kiratas from the land. B e Mongolian

Narakasura was pious and was greatly favoured by
Vishnu who taught him to worship the Goddess
Kamakhya. Naraka was at first respectful to the Aryan
gods and goddesses and protected the Aryans properly.
But subsequently he became irreligious and asked
Goddess Kamakhya to marry him. He came under the
influence of Ban Asur, king of Sonitpur (modern Tezpur)
und became proud. He ill-treated the Aryan settlers of
Pragjyotisha and incutred displeasure of both Kamakhya
and Vishnu. He was eventually slain by Vishnu in his
boar incarnation who installed Bhagadatta, the eldest son
of Naraka's four sons on the throne of Pragjyotisha.
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